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THE REVIVAL 



AND 



AFTEE THE EEVIVAL 



I. 

This is a world of " revivals." In the king- 
doms of nature where there is life there is a law 
of revival. Though in autumn death comes to 
field and forest, with the next spring-time comes 
new life. Barren branches bear leaf and blossom 
again. The seed dropped into the soil dies, but 
dies that it may live in other seed-bearing forms. 
The robin's song ceases among the branches, 
but after the silence of winter with the buds come 
the birds. The fall of the year finds no bleating 
lamb in the meadow, but when the tender grass 
sprouts "the little white sheeplets" rest and 
rollic in it. By alternatioia& oil ^^-^"^ia. ^ssA. 
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decay the vegetable and animal kingdoms hold 
their own and, on the whole, go forward. 

In the many-sided social kingdom, where men 
live out the hidden mysteries of the soul in busi- 
ness, in polities, in literature, we see the same al- 
ternations, the swing from zeal to apathy, from 
apathy to zeal, from diligence to indolence, and 
back again to diligence. Fluctuation is the law 
of all human affairs. There are " ups and downs " 
in all things. Homes have them. Lovers learn 
to interpret them. The political history of every 
country is a history of decline and of revival. 
In all departments of trade revivals occur. 
Whether they are normal or abnormal, whether 
necessary steps in a universal progression or reac- 
tions from a culpable neglect, the fact remains that 
every-where human nature is familiar with move- 
ments known as revivals ; and wise men recog- 
nize, study, and utilize these phenomena that the 
greatest good may come out of them. 
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II. 

Thebe is also a religious revival. Where 
would the alternations which the revival idea im- 
plies be more likely to occur? The life of the 
spirit opposes the lite of the flesh, which on its 
side is fostered by circumstances, by inherited 
tendencies, by popular opinions, examples, and 
exactions. The Christian life is a " race," a '* war- 
fare." It involves temptation and assault. It 
demands effort even to the point of agonizing re- 
sistance and struggle. ''Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate." What if sometimes faith fails, the 
will withers into irresolution, and the affections 
fasten themselves on things seen and near and 
precious ? What if the Slough of Despond dis- 
courages, the mountain of the Law alarms, the at- 
mosphere of the garden stupefies, the delights of 
Vanity Fair fascinate ? What if the eternal future 
seems a dream and the golden present a reality ? 
And what if all or most of one's neighbors agree 
in doubting the realm spiritual, and in dolv^c^ 
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ing themselves in the things of this present 
world ? What if custom and fashion observe re- 
ligious forms which are pleasant substitutes for a 
religion of self-sacrifice and philanthropic service, 
so that he who says " Lord, Lord," and who chants 
His praise in aesthetic worship, fancies himself fed 
and satisfied as to his spiritual nature, and re- 
lieved of all solicitude as to his responsibility. 
Ah ! this world is no friend to grace to help one 
on to God. And, yielding to its charms, Aarons 
and Miriams, Samsons, Davids and Peters, and 
whole tribes of God's people, have occasionally, 
in all ages, lapsed from the faith, lost the glow 
of love, the light of tlie divine witness, and the 
peace that came with their original failh. In 
God's Church have been *' broken walls" and 
"dead vines," spiritual "adulteries," returns to 
"Egypt," "denials" of the Master, and manifold 
infidelities and deteriorations. The songs of the 
prophets were turned into lamentations because of 
ihese things. The voice of the Lord in the Word 
is on this account so often the voice of rebuke and 
denunciation. The Saviour wept because of these 
defections. He predicted and deplored them. 
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The apostles found early signs of the same evil 
tendencies, notwithstanding the nearness and the 
marvels of Pentecost. The continuance of these 
relapses and the dreadful effects of them in the 
"last days " were predicted by Paul, who thus 
now proves himself Paul the true prophet. 

Is decline certain death ? No, thank God I for 
" God is love." He pities like a father. He com- 
forts like a mother. He welcomes the prodigal 
home with royal welcomes. He commands the 
rebuilding of the waste places. He plants his 
vines anew. He is like the dew unto Israel. He 
remembers our frame. He forgives sin. He calls 
home his exiled ones. He calls sinners against 
his goodness to the test of his grace, and offers 
to pour out blessings, limitless and free, upon 
them. He employs all figures by which his 
tender-heartedness may be enforced. He uses 
great words brimful of grace — " abundant," " ex- 
ceeding," " everlasting." He breaks forth in sur- 
prising promises : " Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon hiro ; and to our God, and he wUi 
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abundantly pardon." Read the prophecy of Hosea 
if yoa would rejoice in the boundlessness of God's 
mercy. In Jesus Christ's ministry the possibili- 
ties of revival power appear. He heals the para- 
lytic and leper. He raises Jairus' daughter, the 
widow's son, and the long-dead Lazarus. He sets 
forth Peter as an example of wondrous grace. 
He inspires Paul to cry out, " Unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the Church 
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. Amen." 

Man's fleshy life, the " world " in which he lives, 
and the " prince of the power of the air," pull 
downward and earthward and hellward the souls 
by Christ redeemed, and render necessary re- 
vival after revival if the work of redemption ever 
be effected in the souls of men and in the society 
which they create. 

In God's infinite love and power dwells the 
force by which revivals are secured. By him the 
foundation was laid. By him are all the suc- 
cessive layers deposited. By him the top-stone 
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shall be duly placed amid the shoutings of an- 
gels and of men. 

We have need of revival, therefore, when we 
have wandered from God. We have a gracious 
right to seek and expect revival when we come 
penitently in God's way to find the life he offers 
us. How wide the need I IIow imperative the 
demand for prayer and faith ! 



*' With outstretched hands, and streaming eyes, 
Oft I begin to grasp tlie prize ; 
I groan, 1 strive, I watch, I pray ; 
But ah I my zeal soon dies away. 

" The deadly slumber then I feel 
Afresh upon my spirit steal : 
Rise, Lord, stir up thy quickening powefi 
And wake me that I sleep no more." 
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III. 



There is a revival which is not so much a 
revival as an " opportunity " and an " awakening," 
as when a Church, already full of faith and zeal, 
seeks to win souls from the world by presenting 
special invitations and attractions, and using 
special appeals and incentives. It is winter time. 
The evenings are long. Work is not pressing. 
People have leisure. Yet the world and the flesh 
are particularly busy. Allurements put on new 
forms. Theatre, billiard-room, dram-shop, ball- 
room, card-parlor are open and ablaze all the 
long winter evenings. Now the Church says: 
Let us hold meetings. Let us ring the church 
bell every night. Let us make our rooms wann 
and attractive. Let us sing hymns full of grace. 
Let us preach a plain, emphatic, alarming, awak- 
ening, and comforting gospel. Let us unite with 
all the saints the world over during the " Week of 
Prayer," and let us follow that concerted effort 
with continued effort to set forth Christ and to 
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unite men to Christ. It will confirm the faithful, 
reclaim the backslidden, revive the apathetic, in- 
struct the ignorant, and give sinners another op- 
portunity to choose for God. We will use nil the 
diverse gifts at our command. The preacher 
from another church will give the gospel as he 
accepts it. The evangelist with peculiar call and 
endowment may use his gifts for God and souls. 

Thus "special meetings," "protracted meet- 
ings," " revival meetings," are held. The Church 
most alive to God and least in need of a literal 
"revival" is the Church most eager to hold such 
special seasons of service to awaken the careless 
and give the community an opportunity to decide 
for Christ. 

Here, then, are two "revivals" — the one a 
divine, gracious movement within a dead or dy- 
ing Church, and the other a divine, gracious 
movement within a living Church. The one a 
renewal of its own life, the other an effort for 
others. And into all revivals, so-called, both of 
these elements more or less enter. 

Thank God that revivals are possible, promised, 
and provided for under the Gospel of Christ ! 
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IV. 



There are dangers which lurk in the atmos- 
phere where great revivals take place ; there are 
possible evils that follow such special seasons. 
" When the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, Satan came also among 
them." After the baptism of the Lord, the 
opened heavens, the approving voice of the 
Father, and the abiding Spirit, there came fierce 
temptations ; and it is well, amid the excitements 
of religious revival, to guard carefully against all 
fanaticism; against mere sentiment as a substi- 
tute for grace ; against a religion of ideals, emo- 
tions, professions, songs, and spasmodic resolu- 
tions. Where the Spirit of the Lord really works, 
where divinely appointed human conditions are 
observed and continued wisely and perseveringly, 
there good results must flow from scenes of great 
religious excitement. But " all is not gold that 
glitters," and "they are not all Israel which are of 
Israel." There was a Judas among the apostles. 
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After the finding must come the refining of the 
ore ; after the enlistment of the recruit must 
come the drill, the discipline, the march, the 
battle, the hospital, and, not until long after, the 
final discharge. ^'Let not him that girdeth on 
his harness boast himself as he that putteth it 
off." 

There was a susceptible and undeveloped Peter 
on the Mount of Transfigui*ation ; a weak John 
Mark among the companions of Paul ; an ambi- 
tious mother among the disciples ; a body of 
noisy and disorderly Church members at Corinth ; 
sensitive and fault-finding widows and their 
friends in the early Church ; bigots who would 
call down fire from heaven on those who believe 
and worship differently from themselves ; money- 
craving, fame-seeking workers with those who 
work' for God; and all seasons of universal 
activity bring such false or feeble souls into 
public notice. The force of life in revival times 
brings to the surface what in a dead Church 
would never be seen. The excesses of good and 
weak men crop out when the intensity of love 
and zeal overbalance judgment and taste. The 
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bitter antagonism of Satan is excited by r 
activity. And what, with the ill-balanced 
that truly serve God or the bad and selfif 
ments in souls who think that they are s 
him, and the devices of demons who hat< 
and his cause, it is a wonder that the a' 
revival is so free from fault. " Better a 
dog than a dead lion." Better a hospitable 
and poor fare, than a gorgeous chamber of 
mies with pictures and jewels and no fare i 
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V. 

Lkt us look in on an " old-fashioned revival," 
The sermon is over. The " work at the altar " 
begins. A familiar and soul- stirring hymn of 
invitation, expostulation, and comfort, is sung 
heartily by the whole congregation. The crowds 
in the aisles make way for awakened sinners, who 
are now " seekers," and are forcing their passage 
to the " altar." The hymn is full of the funda- 
mental truths of the Gospel. The necessity of 
immediate decision is pressed upon every soul by 
an earnest exhorter. The occasion is opportunity. 
Destinies are at stake. The line between those who 
are the Lord's and those who are not is sharply 
defined. There is no escape. This particular 
kind of a meeting compels decision. Simple 
silence is virtual rejection. The sinner feels that 
it is so. That conviction silences his scoff. He 
knows what his position means. He has oppor- 
tunity now to act as he knows that he ought. In- 
nocent neutrality is impossible. '^ He that is not 

with me is against me." 
2 
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Now comes the call to prayer. All seem to be 
praying at once. Moans, cries, supplications, and 
fervent counsels to the "seekers" blend in one 
" weird tempest of sound." " Preacher," ** breth- 
ren," "sisters," "mourners," — all engage in the 
scene of seeming confusion, and of real or assumed 
earnestness. Now and then an impulsive soul gives 
vent in a loud cry, to grief or joy or anxious strug- 
gle. Mothers weep over returning sons; wives 
over repentant husbands for whom they have long 
prayed. Some prominent infidel or blatant blas- 
phemer, who never before entered a revival meet- 
ing, and who, perchance, came now to sneer, bends 
before God in prayer, and before the congrega- 
tion in practical confession. It is a " remarkable 
triumph of grace," in its way a " miracle." Now 
a soul has " got through." Out of the confusion 
of the moment leaps a shout of victory. Now a 
tempest of shouts rends the air. A soul is 
" through " — through with the struggle of sur- 
render, through with doubt, through with serving 
the devil and living for himself, through with 
resisting God. Look at his radiant face. Did 
MosesVface or Stephen's shine more brilliantly? 
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What joy ! What victory ! What beauty ! Is 
it not really a '* miracle ? " some one asks. At 
least the Gospel is not effete. It is not a dead let- 
ter. The congregation sings the Doxology. The 
preacher announces that " a soul has been saved." 
Saints rejoice. Sinners tremble. Perhaps new 
"seekers" crowd to the altar. It is a time of 
"power." Even the cold-hearted and hypercrit- 
ical believer says, " The finger of God is there." 

In modern meetings, union and denominational, 
where anxious souls are invited "to rise," "to 
come forward," or "to remain for the inquiry- 
meeting," while there may be less " demonstra- 
tion" and "confusion" of the sort described, 
there is the same liability to occasional outbursts 
of feeling, to the use of strong expressions, to 
the obtrusion of personal experience. 
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VI. 



Now in much of this there is something that 
shocks one's notions of propriety. The unrepent- 
ant sinner, scoff as he would if he dared, cannot 
quite quiet his conscience to that point. There 
seem to him strange possibilities filling the very 
air of the place. Yes, " the music is inartistic." 
But on those rude notes ride royal gospel truths. 
And where the King is, that place, however poor, 
is chariot and palace and throne. 

Our critic may be able to point out among the 
devout brethren at the altar weak and ignorant 
and inconsistent souls, about whom the tongue 
of suspicion has busied itself, or against whom 
local prejudice and misrepresentation have whis- 
pered, until, without knowing any thing against 
them, the people have a general distrust of their 
high profession. But people slandered the Christ, 
and saints of all ages have been abused. How- 
ever the power of Christ and his disciples was 
not vitiated by the presence of Judas. Our critic 
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may be a " ritualist " and he is " disgusted," but 
then he was disgusted at Pentecost. Or he may- 
be an advocate for " decency and order," but so 
was Saul's proud daughter when David leaped 
and laughed in holy joy before the ark of God. 
Our critic may be a philosophic and aesthetic 
formalist. He calls this "worse than folly." But 
this was his opinion when at the triumphal entry 
of the Son of David into the temple shouts of 
Hosanna rent the skies. He calls it "madness," but 
so did Festus when he felt the power of Paul's 
earnestness, and so did scribe and Pharisee when 
tongues of fire crowned the heads and melted the 
hearts of believers on that first day of power. 

But this I notice, that when the revival is over, 
ritualist and formalist are equally anxious to 
accept as Church members the very persons who, 
in the storm of religious revival, have been swept 
like shells and pearls from the deep sea to the 
pebbly beach. 
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vn. 

It was my privilege on one occasion to watch 
for a short time the operations of a so-called 
" Boy Evangelist," Mr. . The place of ob- 
servation was a large and elegant Gothic church, 
a church sustained by the most wealthy and 
refined representatives of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in a large western city. Its pulpit has 
been occupied by some of the most scholarly and 
eloquent ministers of Methodism. On the occa- 
sion referred to transepts, nave, galleries, aisles, 
all were filled. Many people were standing. On 
the pulpit platform and in the altar I noticed 
several distinguished ministers. There was a 
choir of young people in the orchestra behind the 
pulpit. There was a cabinet organ on the plat- 
form. Mr. came to the pulpit, and in a 

husky and much-abused voice announced at least 
five times the number of the hymn that he wished 
to have sung. It was one of the semi-historical 
and semi-descriptive sentimental hymns of the 
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period. There was nothing in the manner of 
reading to afford any pleasure to the hearer. Mr. 
is a small, nervous, earnest man. His nerv- 
ous twitchings and other movements while giving 
out a hymn, exhorting, and supervising the affairs 
of the altar would not be, to sensitive people, 
wholly agreeable. He followed the singing with 
prayer. Kneeling for a minute or two, and then 
standing, kneeling again and standing — thus ris- 
ing and falling, perhaps, eight or ten times during 
a prayer five minutes in length — a prayer some- 
what " inf ormatory," exceedingly intense, and 
indicating little but fervor. 

After another hymn Mr. began to speat 

He opened his address by the statement, six or 
seven times repeated, that up to this time there 
had been seventy-eight conversions, "seventy- 
eight, seventy-eight ; " and, but for the " Thank 
God ! " interjected here and there, one could have 
imagined himself at an auction — " seventy-eight " 
the highest figure offered at the moment. The 
revivalist said that he "had never attended a 
meeting where the results were so remarkable — 
seventy-eight in such a few days. It was* 'Ocsfc 
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greatest thing he had ever seen in the time — 
seventy-eight." He then made announcement for 
the rest of the week, and the coming Sabbath — 
for the Sabbath afternoon " a jubilee to celebrate 
the conversion of a hundred and fiftv souls ; sev- 
enty-eight now, and it was sure that there would 
be enough to make a hundred and fifty before 
next Sunday afternoon." He then preached a 
three or four-minute sermon, putting one in mind 
of Abbe Mullois' rule concerning "seven-minute 
sermons," albeit the Abbe commended thought, 
carefully arranged, with a climax and ardor. 
Mr. had the ardor. Then came the old- 
fashioned appeal to " come forward to the altar." 
Brethren were urged to "go out into the aisles 
and plead with the people." The choir was di- 
rected to lead in the singing of a certain modem 
song, which, not ''going" successfully, was re- 
placed with that grand old thunderous "Come, 
ye sinners, poor and needy," which, ringing out 
through the Gothic arches, put one in mind of the 
old-time revivals, when the congregations of those 
days would arise and sing this hymn, while 
" mourners " rushed forward to the altar. The 
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singing of the hymn was broken by that weird 
outcry of the preacher, " Come ! come now ! come 
seek Salvation ! " It had the effect of that same 
old call in the camp-meeting days of yore. One 
standing by the door, as I did, could tell how 
many souls were at the altar by the quick and 
fervid numerical reports constantly made by the 
revivalist himself — "Two more; thank God! 
Now another ; bless the Lord ! Three more ; 
thank God ! Seventy-eight already, and more 
coming ! " 

Meanwhile the " Boy Preacher " acted as though 
every fiber in his being quivered with nervous 
excitement. Now he was on the platform, now 
running down the steps, now leaping to the plat- 
form again, now dropping down directly from 
the platform to the altar as if forgetting that 
there were any steps, now turning suddenly and 
looking into the face of the minister who hap- 
pened to be in the pulpit, and then rushing away 
to the other side, and into the altar again, the 
meanwhile exclaiming, ** Bless the Lord ! Hal- 
leluia ! Come to Jesus ! Salvation I Seventy- 
eight souls already converted, and more comingl" 
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vm. 

This is a faithful picture of what I saw in that 
elegant church on the stormy evening in question. 
The revivalist is really not much of a " scholar." 
He knows this, however: that men are sinners, and 
that Jesus Christ is the Saviour from sin ; that 
salvation is possible; and that now is the accepted 
time. In a word, he knows the doctrine of salva- 
tion. And that is something. He preaches sal- 
vation in the crudest, shortest, and most ungrace- 
ful way. But it is something to preach salvation. 
He violates all the proprieties — the proprieties of 
rhetoric, of elocution, of the liturgical service — 
but in spite of the violation of these he stiU 
preaches salvation. He apparently knows noth- 
ing about the skepticisms of the nge, the specu- 
lations of the rationalists, the varying interpreta- 
tions of the exegetes^ the collisions of the theo- 
logians. One would say that he had never heard 
of these things. At least he has wisdom enough 
not to exhibit any knowledge of them. But he 
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preaches salvation. He annoys cultivated tastes. 
He destroys all the formalities which tend to 
natural reverence. For the moment he brings 
the blush to the cheek of the high-toned, intel- 
lectual Methodist Episcopalian who believes in 
serving God decently and in order. Yet, luean- 
while, he preaches salvation, 

I must confess that at first I was shocked by 
the methods of this intense evangelist, and I went 
away from the house almost pitying the pastor 
whose position and peculiar relations to his peo- 
ple made it necessary for him to endure these 
infelicities, and I was glad that I was not respon- 
sible, either as pastor, presiding elder, or private 
member for these crudities and irregularities. 
" But then," I said, as I stumbled along in the 
rain and dark and mud, " he preaxihes salvation^ 

But are the "seventy-eight," or the "one hun- 
dred and fifty," or whatever the number may be, 
saved? There is little thought in the sermon, 
and no argument, and no taste. But is there 
salvation among the people whom he influences? 
This is an important question, because if it be 
shown that a man is doing God's work amoa^ 
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men, the lack of human knowledge, the lack of 
modern taste, the rude manners of a country boy 
in a stately church — these are not to be thought 
of. The laws of taste are constantly violated 
among worldly men " on 'change," and in polit- 
ical meetings. But if a man, yelling himself 
hoarse, pockets $100,000 in two hours, the hoarse- 
ness and the yelling are justified in the eyes of the 
world by the result. The laws of taste are con- 
tinually violated in the sick-room and the army 
hospital. But if the indelicate ministrations of 
the one save a human life, and of the other save 
a nation, he is a fool, as the world measures fools, 
who makes ado over the irregularities. Life is 
better than death even if there be with life some 
things that offend over-sensitive nerves. 

All great revolutions among men are accom- 
panied by feelings more or less intense, and by 
violent and spasmodic movements and extrava- 
gances. While human nature is made up of con- 
science and emotion and volition, there will be a 
liability to excess. The more reality there seems 
to be in the causes and occasions of energetic 
feeling, the more likely will an individual be to 
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carry expression too far, and to damage his repu- 
tation for sobriety and steadiness among those 
who have no sense of that reality. The extrava- 
gant joy of a political partisan over the success 
of his ticket — his laugh and shout and leap — all 
these seem absurd to a man who neither knows 
nor cares any thing about politics or party. The 
furore of a victorious class in a college game is 
ridiculous to a plain old farmer who has no faith 
in the fun of boys, and a firm conviction that 
" them colleges don't do no good." The man to 
whom religion is a dream, a theory, a " service," 
but who never thinks of it as a regenerative and 
saving and eternal force and verity, will sneer in 
his cold-hearted worldliness at the infatuations 
and follies of men who believe really and steadily 
in God and immortality and the Bible and judg- 
ment. 
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IX. 

But is not the work of grace carried on in this 
world through the truth? How can we regard 
as divine a work without doctrine and with a 
modicum of Scripture ? Is not instruction in the 
truth as important as human fervor ? Is not the 
Word of God the medium through which the 
Spirit of God operates ? How, then, can I ac- 
count for this marvelous work, seeing that the 
presentation, the defense, and the application of 
strong, telling truth are so notably absent. 

But is it absent? Are the people thus influ- 
enced by an excitable, pious young evangelist 
ignorant of the truth which is " mighty to save ? " 
He does not teach them ; but have they not been 
taught ? They have little thought from him ; 
but do they not have the thought ? May his not 
be the wand that touches into life latent truth, 
long known and long buried in men and women 
who ha\ e lived for the world in spite of the truth 
they held ? May not his power lie in what we 
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may call the "heat-rays" of the Sun of Right- 
eousness ? I once saw Professor Tyndal, in a 
dark room, set on fire a piece of paper held at a 
great distance from his camera. The first that I 
saw of the paper was when it was blazing brill- 
iantly at the touch of these invisible rays. Is it 
not a fact that, through home influence, Sunday- 
school teaching, pulpit preaching, the religious 
press, the reports of sermons and of religious 
movements in the secular press, there is a great 
body of biblical and theological knowledire 
through the community more than sufficient to 
save with an everlasting salvation the men who 
hold it, but which lies impotent and dead in the 
brains of the people whose affections are concen- 
trated on worldly things, and whose consciences 
are hardened and benumbed by self-indulgence 
and worldliness ? The knowledge of truth is 
not every thing. The Bible is a sword, but it is 
the sword of the Spirit. " Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts." Men may hold the truth in its fullness 
and harmony; they may think it, and talk it, 
and discuss it, and profess it ; but the truth itself 
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is powerless without those other and invisible 
energies of the Spirit of God which make the 
truth "mighty to save." Here, then, is an at- 
mosphere illuminated with truth, but cold as the 
Arctic regions, and as barren of all spiritual life. 
But the seeds of truth have been scattered 
through this chilly realm. Here comes a young 
agent who has submitted himself to the Lord of 
Hosts, and by no natural eloquence, such as Maffitt 
had, without even the strong sense of a Moody, 
or the witchery of song exerted by a Sankey, he 
holds the people, and quickens into convicting, 
converting, and sanctifying power the dead truth 
gathered through the years from the various 
teaching agencies of the Church, and scattered 
every-where among our people. The " Boy 
Preacher " would be nothing without the pulpit, 
the Sunday-school, the family, and the press, that 
have gone before him ; and with all these, and 
with every natural element of power which he 
could command, and does not, would still be 
nothing without the omnipotent forces of the 
divine Spirit, which are imparted to a divinely 
selected and truly consecrated soul. 
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X. 

But are the extravagances essential to the 
solidity of the work ? Certainly not. Of course, 
while flesh and spirit antagonize ; while the world 
aims one way and the Church another ; while the 
"cross" and the "warfare" and the "strait gate" 
and " narrow way " are God's path heavenward, 
the beginnings, the decisions, the experiences, 
the associations of the religious life, will never 
seem (however dignified and discreet they may 
be) just the perfection of good sense and good 
taste to the worldly-minded man. The extrava- 
gances and disorders of the " old-fashioned moum- 
er's-bench revival" will offend him. But his 
lordly lip will curl with equal scorn at Mr. 
Moody's meetings, where responses are discour- 
aged and shouting saints are warned to keep 
silence. The solemn "inquiry-meeting" of the 
staid Presbyterian shares the ban of his disap- 
proval with the noisy altar-work of the impulsive 
Methodist. The fact is, yba cannot please him. 
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He does not want to be pleased, and is deter- 
mined not to be. He does not believe the doc- 
trines at the basis of revival work. He does not 
call it "hate," but his aesthetic nature revolts 
against all supernatural religion ; and to the 
Spirit of grace, and to the angels of God who 
know the things of the invisible kingdom, this 
revolt of taste is rebellion of heart and will 
against God's way with sinners. 

But the extravagances are not essential. Once 
in a while they come as the rush and glory of 
Pentecost came, and no human power can re- 
strain. There are in God's universe avalanches 
and thunder storms and earthquakes, and the 
power and glory of the mighty forces in nat- 
ure laugh at the protests of poor, impotent men. 
Pentecosts in some measures of spiritual energy 
even now occasionally come to the Church, and 
woe to him who would bid " the rushing mighty 
wind " be silent, or try to extinguish the " tongue 
of fire" by the commands and restrictions of 
propriety. 
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XI. 

But must there be extravagances ? Sometimes 
charity for impulsive and demonstrative "brethren 
and sisters" — old brethren and sisters who have 
borne the burden and the heat of the day — will 
justify their old-fashioned ways, uncomfortable 
as they are. Once it was the only way. It was 
the way in which the Lord first came to them 
and to their neighbors. And that first coming 
of the Lord did so much for them, they can never 
forget it. And these modes are almost as sacred 
as sacraments to them. Innocent, simple old souls, 
they believe in love and repentance and salvation 
and the witness of the Spirit, and they really want 
" liberty " in these days of bondage to formality. 
They want to " witness for Christ." They want 
to live out their old vows, live on in their old 
ways, and die in the joy of their new birth. Shall 
we silence them ? Shall we try to smooth and 
tone them down into perfect harmony with our 
more elegant and dignified notions? Wha ^>liw 
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answer? It is, however, a fact that there are 
ministers and others with large sympathy and 
great reverence for old age and tlie usefulness 
of old saints who do not like to rebuke them or 
wound them. 

Then there often come to the altar or into the 
inquiry-meeting souls that are breaking because 
of sin. They are wild mth grief. Despair set- 
tles down over them. They have sinned. This is 
a fact. There is no dream about it. They are 
great sinners — very great sinners. They have 
been sinners for years. They have fought against 
conscience, against the Spirit of God, against 
memory of mother long since gone home to 
glory. And now the decision has been made. 
If there is mercy for them they mean to have 
it. Well, let them groan and pray. Will you 
stop them lest they offend the proprieties ? Will 
you silence the mother who pleads for her child's 
life, because it is not " lady-like " to be so de- 
monstrative? And when peace comes, and the 
grace of God falls like a shower in a season of 
drought, and when they shout for joy, will you 
bid them be still ? 
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xn. 

Is there, however, to be no restraint ? Is the 
realm of religious experience beyond all law of 
human emotion ? Is " common sense " to be repu- 
diated and is "taste" to be ignored because human 
souls seek salvation? Is the apostolic law of 
decency and order and subjection of prophets to 
the spirit of the prophets annulled ? 

This question becomes the more important in 
view of the infirmities of human nature, which 
are manifest in connection with religious life 
as in all other spheres. Sometimes an obtrusive 
self claims " rights " in religious meetings to bring 
it into undue prominence. Sometimes self-right- 
eousness rejoices in the opportunity to show forth 
by many words and much noise the greatness of 
its " power " and depth of its divine experience. 
Sometimes a very mean and little spirit of spite 
finds pleasure in disturbing more " particular and 
proper brethren," and in vaunting its liberty be- 
fore them. Sometimes very weak and h-^e^t^i^viai- 
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people confound feeling with religious character 
and emotion with real experience. Sometimes one 
through habit — the habit of expression — formed 
in the fervor of a long-ago revival and kept up as 
"sound" after the Spirit had departed, gives hol- 
low and senseless and disagreeable demonstration 
that greatly and justly offends people of true 
taste. 

Here, too, are our young people — well-edu- 
cated, students of high schools, members of the 
most intelligent society, reverent, honest, digni- 
fied, with a knowledge of the laws of nervous 
action, and distinguishing clearly between super- 
natural movements that overwhelm by their di- 
vine energy, and human demonstrations that come 
from habit or are born in less worthy motives. 
Are we to give unrestrained freedom to those who 
want and are determined to speak, sing, respond, 
groan, interrupt others — and all this because we 
dare not impeach motives, tamper with spiritual 
life, or limit the liberty of God's people in God's 
house ? 

Just here the Church and her ministers need 
great discretion. If saints who crave such liber- 
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ties are not absolutely infallible there may be 
place for wisdom and limitation. Let us hail the 
mighty and irresistible sweep of the supernatural 
power. Let us exercise tender charity toward 
simple-hearted old saints whose daily lives give 
a charm to their eccentricities, and justify the 
liberty they have always enjoyed. Let us give 
free play to the soul that comes to our altars in 
agony because of sin, and let us join our doxolo- 
gies with his halleluias over conscious deliver- 
ance from guilt and bondage and despair. 
But 
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XIII. 

Let us also be very wise in these matters. Let 
us hold back the over-eager soul, rebuke the iguo- 
rant self-seeker, restrain the pretentious Pharisee 
who boasts of his liberty. Let us suppress the im- 
pertinent and malicious partisan who likes to make 
demonstration just "to worry the over.wise aes- 
thetes," silence the hysterical sister who goes into 
convulsions of joy or grief alike over a religious 
experience or a jolly story, and also the noisy 
brother who responds by groans and amens be- 
cause he always did, likes it, and always intends to 
do it. For the sake of our young people, for the 
sake of the people of genuine religious character 
who believe in common-sense and good taste, and 
for the sake of these weaklings themselves who give 
offense, and rather glory in it than otherwise, let 
us hold a steady hand, reprove and rebuke with 
all authority, and thus promote strength and sta- 
bility in the Church. 

On 1 Cor. 14. 33, "For God is not the author 
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of confusion but of peace, as in all Churches of 
the saints," Dr. Adam Clarke very wisely says : 
" God grants no ungovernable gifts. Let not the 
persons who act in the congregation in this dis- 
orderly manner say that they are under the influ- 
ence of God ; for he is not the author of confu- 
sion ; but two, three, or more, praying or teach- 
ing in the same place at the same time is confu^ 
aion ; and God is not the author of such work ; 
and let men beware how they attribute such dis- 
order to the God of order and peace. The apostle 
calls such conduct (marajoraxsia^ tumult^ sedition ; 
and such it is in the sight of God nnd in the sight 
of all good men. How often is a work of God 
marred and discredited by the folly of men ! for 
nature will always, and Satan, too, mingle them- 
selves as far as they can in the genuine work of 
the Spirit, in order to discredit and destroy it. 
Nevertheless, in great revivals of religion it is al- 
most impossible to prevent wild-fire from getting 
in amongst the true fire ; but it is the duty of the 
ministers of God to watch against and prudently 
check this ; but if themselves encourage it, then 
there will be confusion and every evil wo^kj' 
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XIV. 

After the " revivalist " has, through the Spirit 
of life, " revived " the Church, after the " evan- 
gelist " has proclaimed his " evangel," and through 
the Spirit of all grace souls are " evangelized," 
what then? 

This is an important question, which all evan- 
gelists, pastors, and Church members, on whose 
8ouls rests heavily the care of souls, should be 
able wisely to answer. 

We have this treasure of divine grace in earth- 
en vessels, and after the tension of six, eight, or 
ten weeks of " revival work " is relieved, a physic- 
al reaction because of the feeble flesh is inevita- 
ble. The outward manifestation has ceased ; the 
bell that rang twice every day is heard now only 
occasionally ; the hour or more of the afternoon 
and the three hours of the evening, occupied with 
intense religious exercises, are now opened for 
other and secular occupations. The fellowship 
that warmed the hearts of revived members and 
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of new converts into a kindly glow of mutual 
affection — that, too, has ceased. The evangelist 
who was the controlling spirit, whose tones, gest- 
ures, illustrations, appeals, and nervous energies 
filled the very room with magnetic power, has 
gone. Men and women who, for six weeks, 
in entire contravention of their foimer habits, 
were full of talk to penitents and converts and 
believers about the work of grace, and its bless- 
edness, now grow more silent, and seldom say any 
thing upon the subject ; and young converts, who 
were saluted six months ago with hearty inquiries 
about their spiritual life, now meet the same mem- 
bers, but find that no " words of the kingdom " 
are spoken. The bright ideals and vigorous re- 
solves of the revival period have been subjected 
to the test and strain of every-day life in kitchen 
and shop, street and counting-room, school and 
parlor, and the souls that sang of heaven before 
the magnetic presence and under the kindling 
words of the young evangelist are now beyond his 
reach, and beyond the mystic spell of song and 
sermon, face to face with the paralyzing, antag- 
onizing facts and forces of this world. I^ ^^^^a* 



44 The Revival and 

hard enough to fight the every-day battle during 
the revival ; but now, alas, it is doubly difficult. 
The external conditions are gone. 

When the panting, powerful little tug has taken 
the ship out of the harbor and beyond the Nar- 
rows into the broad sea, when the cables are loos- 
ened, the connection severed, and the tug turns to 
other places of special effort, while the ship alone 
faces the broad sea, what shall captain and crew 
do ? The momentum has ceased, and the driving, 
guiding force from without has gone. To men 
responsible for work on the " old ship Zion " this 
question is important. In the heat of enthu- 
siasm and of mutual congratulations over a cur- 
rent work of grace. Church members and Church, 
leaders may forget the evil possibilities of to- 
morrow; but such forgetf ulness is utter uniYisdom. 
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XV. 

There is something almost pitiable in the 
group of young disciples — " fruits of the recent 
revival " — which one sees now and then standing 
at the close of a service in the Church, about 
altar and aisles and doorway. They wait for the 
cordial greeting, the serious inquiry as to the 
soul's health, the congratulatory look, the word 
of exhortation, with which during the progress of 
the meeting they had become familiar. Indeed, 
so much of this " recognition *' and " encourage- 
ment" has magnified into painful prominence 
their sense of self-importance as " seekers," " con- 
verts," and "young Church members." Their 
eyes and eager smile betray an insatiate longing 
for the approbating salutations on which the older 
saints all through the revival had feasted them at 
the close of every service. ' 

But a change has taken place. It came on 
gradually. The revival is over. The freshet has 
gone dowa* TIm waters creep along in the old 
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channels. The " brethren " and " sisters " are at 
the water's edge again. The converts, dear souls, 
still linger along the high-water marks — dry 
though the shores are, and few the friends that 
stay in the high places. They look for the old 
roll and rush of wave in the old places. But 
they look in vain. The river is down there. As 
compared with the flood-tide it is not much of a 
river — not broad, not deep, not swift, not noisy — 
now ; and so, left alone, the young sailors who 
started out recently for the voyage to the heav- 
enly harbor, either drop down among the now 
steady and easy-going Church people, or they 
climb up the deserted banks and go off slowly, 
but with increasing satisfaction, into the dry and 
dusty and busy world again. They may sing the 
old songs occasionally. They may go back at 
regular intervals to the river side for service and 
sermon and sociable — for they "belong to the 
Church" since the revival, and must "be on 
hand." But their hearts and companions are up 
over the hill, and the Church does not seem to 
care half as much for them as it did before. They 
wiU^ however, ca^e for ^ojils again-r-next winter. 
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They will care again for young converts — those 
that are caught at the next flood-tide. 

What shall be done for these young and teach- 
able souls who thus by revival power come into 

our hands ? 

The importance of this question is increased by 
the solemn array of facts coming to us from many 
a scene of past revival triumph, East and West, 
in the early and in the later years of Methodism. 
Different conclusions are formed by wise men. 
A distinguished divine, occupying a high official 
position in the Church, and a man of large expe- 
rience, said to me the other day, " Methodism in 

has never recovered from the ill-effects of 

the John Newland Maffitt revivals of many years 
ago." I do not repeat this expression to indorse 
it. I am not sufficiently conversant with the 
facts to give an opinion ; but there are wise and 
godly men, loving the Church devotedly, and 
making steady self-sacrifice through the decades 
for its advancement, who honestly believe that 
many so-called "great revivals" have been fol- 
lowed by reactions, and that there have come 
after such periods barrenness and disaster to the 
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Charcli. And all this may not be urged as an 
argument against the revival effort, nor against 
the revivalist who is the center of the movement ; 
but it speaks with burning words of warning and 
of exhortation. It puts all on guard lest, the 
special efforts ceasing, there shall cease also a 
normal, healthful, progressive work of grace. 
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XYI. 

The problem before us relates to the care of 
converts — young and old — new believers, and re- 
claimed backsliders ; those who have never had re- 
ligious education, and those who have been brought 
up in the atmosphere of piety, but who never be- 
fore committed heart and name to the cause of 
Christ. Some of these are constitutionally firm 
and some fickle. Some have taken this public 
step in the religious life from deep, long-settled 
conviction ; others under the pressure of circum- 
stances and the play of transitory emotion; some 
for mother's sake, some for preacher's sake, some 
for duty's sake. Some never expected to make a 
public profession in such a place and way, and 
some always intended to do it when the time should 
come, and now the time has come. Fear has im- 
pelled some, human love others; self — ^a morbid 
self — has been an important factor in not a few 
cases, although its influence may have been most 
eflFective where least suspected. And wli^ ^V^csvjJA 
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there not be a great deal of self in the settlement 
of a question which affects self forever? 

Whatever may have been the impelling motive, 
the converts are before us ; the material is ready 
for the hand, of the builder ; the contents, good 
and bad, of the great net are drawn from the 
populous sea to the waiting shore. The sown 
fields are stretching far and wide under the quick- 
ening sun. What shall the harvest be ? 

Every thing depends on the life of God in the 
soul. If he withdraw, every green thing must 
wither. Can the rush grow without water ? 

Every thing depends on the human conformity 
to the Divine order; for God's grace, like his 
sun, is always ready to pour light and life into 
the soul. .But what is the sun to one who houses 
himself in a dungeon ? The bounding, boundless 
sea is but a feeble symbol of the fullness, the f ree- 
ness, and the far-away reach of his love. But 
what is the sea to an unlaunched ship ? 

What, then, is the Divine order concerning 
souls that begin to live the Divine life? How 
shall we promote the growth of souls in the life 
of God ? Answers multiply far beyond the limits 
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of our space. We could show from what we know 
of the soul how intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
energies are to be conserved and increased. We 
could quote text after text from the Holy Script- 
ures until the quotations would grow into chap- 
ters and volumes. We could draw upon the 
experiences of the children of God through all the 
ages, from the days of St. John to these blessed 
days, that now prove to men the perpetuated 
power of the Gospel. Let us formulate these 
suggestions in a few simple rules. 
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XYIL 

Converts must outgrow their dependence upon 
the most distinguished and cherished instruments 
of converting grace. The most successful evan- 
gelists are but men, and, singularly, they are 
often very ordinary and very weak men ; neither 
models of taste, eminent teachers of the truth, nor 
impressive illustrations of humility. They are 
not men whose distinctive qualities as men one 
would care to covet or copy. They are but 
" voices," whose personality may as well be kept 
out of sight, at whose success one wonders, but 
because of whom we may give glory to God for 
the mystery and the abundance of his grace. To 
this rule there are notable exceptions, and for the 
evangelistic ministry, as a whole, the Church 
should be grateful, and concerning its employ- 
ment, wise and careful. 

But let it be kept in mind that the success of 
evangelists is no criterion of their personal piety, 
nor of the strength or symmetry of their religious 
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character. Some of the most inexplicable phe- 
nomena in Christian activity are just here devel- 
oped. Nowhere else are human conditions so essen- 
tial to success. And just here, also, the greatest 
injustice is done to the majority of Christian pas- 
tors, who, lacking the peculiar natural endowments 
in which lie the secret of " revival power," are, 
nevertheless, consecrated, industrious, faithful, 
consistent, humble, and truly sanctified men, build- 
ing up the Church, and, perhaps, in the course of 
a twenty-five years' healthful, normal ministry 
bringing far more souls into permanent connection 
with the Church than do the so-called " revivalists." 
The convert must not exaggerate the personal 
piety and power of the evangelist, and must not 
depreciate the less-demonstrative power and worth 
of the pastor ; but he must be trained to fix his 
eager gaze above men and ministers, above Paul 
and Apollos and Cephas, on Christ and Christ 
alone. 
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XYin. 

Converts must outgrow their dependence upon 
circumstances, Qspecially upon the peculiar and 
exceptional circumstances under which their new 
lives have begun. " Milk for babes." The glow 
of the revival, the songs, the special scenes, need 
not remain as a vivid memory in order to a vig- 
orous life ; indeed, sometimes it may be well to 
forget the earliest conditions in order to a wor- 
thier growth. 

The Master well knew how to guard his new 
disciples against overestimating first impulses* 
He taught them to count the cost at the beginning. 
Religion is an enlistment. After the furore of 
the first parade come fatigue and fighting, hunger 
and wounds, longing for home, and weary wait- 
ing. Fidelity and courage can turn all these into 
sources of strength and inspiration, but the fer- 
vors of the first parade cannot. Young disciples 
should be taught to look at something besides 
the joy of conversion and the glory of a final 
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coronation. Their eyes should at the start take 
in the intermediate fields of blood, the valleys of 
humiliation, and the hills of difficulty. This vision 
is too rarely furnished by the intense evangelist 
or his helpers. Hence reaction, and with reaction 
disappointment, and with disappointment back- 
sliding, and with backsliding doubt, and with 
doubt apathy, and after apathy too often apostasy, 
and sometimes fierce antagonism. The care of 
souls demands just here great wisdom and un- 
welcome fidelity, a slow movement, and great 
caution. 
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XIX. 

Converts must grow in grace. They must 
grow out of the period of " milk " into that of 
" strong meat ; " they must grow in knowledge, in 
love, in self-control ; out of morbid self -introspec- 
tion into self-forgetfulness and charity. They 
must come out of the old bondage into the new 
freedom. There is a pseudo growth in grace 
against which they must be warned. Its indica- 
tions are self-will and cant, general uncomfort- 
ablencss, lofty profession, and pharisaic cen- 
soriousness. New converts must grow in the 
grace which is " first pure," and then, and always, 
" peaceable " and humble and gentle. 



f 
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XX. 

Converts must understand that the essential 
element in religion is not "good feeling," but 
" good willing." It is Divine truth at work in 
the soul, beyond the intellect, among the affec- 
tions, and in the will. It is the choice and appro- 
priation of truth by the whole man. There is a 
" good willing " that is no more than a " wish,'' 
a mere ideal shining in the soul as the infinite 
depths of space and the glorious sun are mirrored 
in the pool of muddy water, seeming fathomless, 
but only finger-deep. The true interior life is in 
its quality a thing of the will — of the will mili- 
tant, that fights the good fight — ^the will victori- 
ous, that overcomes. It is not in the shining 
leaves or the swaying branches of the oak, but in 
the deep roots fastening themselves in the soil, 
and bringing trunk and twig into life-giving con- 
nection with the earth — a connection kept up 
\\ h ether the atmosphere above be silent or tem- 
pestuous, dark or radiant, frozen as ixi I^x^v^'^ss^'^ 
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or fiercely hot as in July. Religion does not 
depend on feeling, but is sometimes strongest 
when the soul lives by faith, and not by feeling ; 
by " faith, and not by sight." True faith, soon or 
late, brings feeling, but it is by faith that the 
soul lives, whether there be good feeling or bad 
feeling or lack of feeling — faith that works, faith 
that waits, faith that loves, faith that conquers. 
Good feeling may come from wine, or cofFee, or 
opium ; from some temporal success, some antici- 
pated earthly joy ; from an abnormal state of the 
nervous system ; from the mystic influence exerted 
by a powerful will ; from the charm of music, or 
from natural sympathy. Indeed, good feeling 
may come (and that in connection with a religious 
meeting) when there is no religion at all. Relig- 
ion is a thing of the innermost preference and 
decision and habit, a principle and life — like love, 
the love of a mother for her child, a fact, a force, 
an unchanging principle ; a root that holds on 
whether it have joy or sorrow, elation or depres- 
sion ; a force even where the specific object is not 
manifest in consciousness, independent of emotion 
and circumstances. It may be fervent in January, 
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during the Week of Prayer, or during the special 
revival services that follow ; but it is also firm in 
June, and faithful in August, and does not de- 
pend on the preacher's power or peculiarities, the 
class-leader's attention, the notice of the rich 
Church members, the excitement of the prayer- 
meeting, or the personal interest of the departed 
evangelist. It does not depend upon what the 
other young converts do or favor, or on the power 
of the old songs that are sung and resung, once 
because they were " new," then because they were 
" lively," and now because they are " familiar." 
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XXI. 

All the agencies of the Church must be 
employed in this work of protection during 
the perilous reactions that almost invariably 
follow revival. Upon the young converts must 
be brought to bear steadily and systematically 
the full power of the pulpit, the prayer-meeting, 
the class-meeting, the pastoral visitation, (cler- 
ical and lay,) the Sunday-school, the teachers' 
meeting, the after-service social conversation, (in- 
formal and not necessarily religious,) the tract 
distribution, the subscription for and the read- 
ing of the Church paper, the Church circulat- 
ing library, the public recognition before the 
whole congregation of the newly recorded pro- 
bationer, the probationers' class, the presentation 
of a wide range of benevolences with which 
every young convert must be at once acquainted 
and identified, the personal work for the Church 
by the young disciple in manifold ways— visit- 
ing and reading to the blind and sick, keeping 
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an eye on the local prisons, scattering papers 
and tracts among the neglected, visiting new 
comers, (especially in our Western cities,) pick- 
ing np the children, service at home in quiet, 
self-sacrificing ways, to impress the people there 
with the wholesomeness, the radical nature, the 
beauty, and the overcoming power of grace. 
O what possibilities for this new life I What 
molds into which the metal fused by revival 
fervor may be caused to flow for permanent 
use ! God of all grace, give thy ministers wis- 
dom to watch over these new-born energies, and 
direct them into channels of activity and use- 
fulness ! Then there would be no reaction. 
The forces of song would go into every- day 
service ; ideas would embody themselves in 
deeds ; vows would turn into hardy virtues ; 
prayer would prove its power in achievements 
for God ; revival eccentricities would be forgot- 
ten in the bud and bloom of a symmetrical piety ; 
new converts would grow into mature saints, 
and each probationer at the end of his six 
months would stand at the altar for the ac- 
knowledgment of his full membership^ and ^rq^xjJA 
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at the same time present to his pastor a new 
convert for the next probationers' class won 
from the world by his example, and presented 
to the Church as a thank-offering and as the 
first-fruits of his consecrated life. Blessed work ! 
Who shall exalt the evangelist and forget the 
pastor ? 
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XXII. 

In" the Methodist Episcopal Church provision 
is made for a catechumenical " probation " of six 
months ; during which all candidates for mem- 
bership in the Church are subject to a course of 
training in its dcxstrines and usages, and thus pre- 
pare* 1 for full membership. 

This is the theory. There is abundant reason 
for doubting whether the wisdom of the theory 
is sustained by corresponding wisdom of action. 

There are mary preachers in charge yfho, in 
times of religious revival, at the close of an even- 
ing service, call upon "all who desire to unite 
with the Church upon probation " to " come for- 
ward," or to "rise up," or to "speak to the 
preacher after the benediction." The names are 
then taken down. To the Church paper a very 
large addition is reported. During the six 
months of probation but little is said to the new 
candidates, and, if they have committed no great 
wrong, and are recommended by a class leader, 
at the end of the six months they are recel^:<^^V». 
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almost as informal a way into full Church mem- 
bership. So careless have many of our ministers 
been in this part of their work that many 
thoughtful men seriously doubt the importance 
of the probationary relation. Probationers by 
the hundred drop out during the six months, and 
the reaction which follows the excitement of the 
special religious meetings often leaves them ap- 
parently worse off than before they came in con- 
tact with the Church. 

We have great faith in the true Methodist idea 
of Church probation. We believe in it because 
it may prevent indiscreet and over-hasty action 
during periods of intense religious excitement. 
It gives an opportunity for careful self -scrutiny 
before full identification with the Church. We 
believe in it because it affords the convert oppor- 
tunity for a careful examination of the doctrines 
and usages of the Church to which by joining he 
pledges allegiance. 

When the probationary relation is thus rightly 
recognized, and the preacher in charge uses it as 
a period of catechumenical opportunity, only 
good results can flow from it. 
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In pursuance of this theory the author may 
commend, what was his own practice during the 
years of his pastorate, the following plan : 

1. Let the reception of members on probation 
be made an occasion of public interest. Instead 
of taking every name proposed, make a careful 
examination of each case ; explain the whole 
theory and plan of the probationary relation and 
of the Church membership ; consult the parents 
or friends of the person desiring to join as a pro- 
bationer ; appoint a day when all such persons 
shall come forward and be publicly recognized ; 
preach a sermon specially adapted to them ; re- 
mind the Church, and explain to the congrega- 
tion, the plan of probation — what it is, what it 
signifies, and what duties it devolves upon the 
Church itself. Plead for sympathy, for the hand 
of fellowship, and for social recognition ; for can- 
dor in reproving, and for every other form of 
helpful service which one disciple can extend to 
another. One of the most solemn services we 
have ever attended was of this character. The 
fervent plea of the preacher, his earnest prayer 

in behalf of the probationers^ t\ift VrycMa. ^b^^RXfc^ 
5 
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with special reference to their needs, and feeling- 
ly sung by the whole congregation, all tended to 
impress the probationers with the fact that their 
new relation meant something, and that both 
preacher and Church members understood that 
fact. 

2. Require the probationers, according to the 
law of the Church, to attend class-meeting regu- 
larli/y and so distribute them among the class- 
leaders, and so impress these leaders with their 
responsibility in connection with such charge, 
that the power of the class-meeting may be 
brought to bear during the first six months with 
especial power. 

3. In addition to the regular class-meeting let 
the preacher in charge hold a monthly session 
of a ^^probationers* class,'*^ with a lecture, fol- 
lowed by conversations on subjects appropriate 
to the duties and responsibilities of the candi- 
dates. The following course was repeatedly 
given to classes of probationers during the pas- 
torate of several years : JFirst months Lecture on 
the Rise and Progress of Methodism ; Second 
months on the Doctrines of the Methodist Episco- 
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pal Church held in common with other evangel- 
ical Christians ; Third months on the Distinctive 
Doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
Fourth months on the Distinctive Economy and 
Usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; Fifth 
Mouthy on the Usual Objections to the Distinct- 
ive Doctrines, Polity, and Usages of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church; and. Sixth month^ the 
Solemnity and Importance of the Act by which 
a Person becomes a full Member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Such lectures may be deliv- 
ered over and over again to successive classes, 
and it would be a good thing if all other Church 
members were encouraged to attend them. After 
each lecture questions may be asked, and the 
minister thus be enabled to instruct his flock in 
doctrine, government, and usage. 

4. Make the occasion of public admission into 
the Church a service of the most impressive 
character. Have a date fixed in advance, that 
every probationer may look forward to it for six 
months. Announce it from the pulpit at least 
three weeks in advance. Call the attention of all 
to it. Let a sermon be preached, the General 
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Rules be read, proper hymns be sung, and, when 
the probationers come forward for public accept- 
ance, let the examination prescribed by the lit- 
urgy of the Church be carried out in detaiL 
See that each probationer is supplied with a copy 
of the Discipline, which he has himself read dur- 
ing the six months, and which he may make use 
of during the ceremony. Wliat point in one's 
life more impressive than the moment when he 
fully identifies himself with the Church of the 
living God! The solemnities of the baptismal 
service and the holy communion gather about 
such an hour as this ! How should the Church 
be made to feel its responsibilities! What an 
opportunity is afforded to impress upon the chil- 
dren and young people of the congregation the 
necessity of personally confessing Christ ! What 
an opportunity it gives also for reminding mature 
Christians, who have long been identified with 
the Church, of the vows which are as fresh as 
though made to-day, and for the observance of 
which they may need a new consecration 1 

5. After this public recognition, let pastors, 
class-leaders, and all fervent Christians fbUoto, 
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and watchy and guard, and help these young 
saints, that they may be continually reminded 
that the probation and the public recognition 
were but as steps in a long way, until the end of 
which they must — 

** Watch, and fight, and pray, 

The battle ne'er give o'er; 
Renew it boldly every day, 

And help divine implore." 



70 The Bevival cmd 



xxm. 

All the activities of a new convert's life 
must be captured and controlled in the inter- 
est of his new career. His body as well as his 
soul must be held to the new consecration. The 
full seven days of his weekly life must be" seized 
and sanctified ; home life hallowed ; business 
plans and social relations, literary tastes and 
life aims, all stamped for Christ. Among these 
secular relations and agencies are sure to lurk 
the young convert's greatest perils. The old 
sins linger somewhere among them — covetous- 
ness, lust, ambition, love of fashion, fear of men. 
All these hide themselves here, and the pastor 
must find them and make the young Christian 
face and fight them. And this fighting is not 
by hand-to-hand conflict, but by a wise pre- 
occupying of the exposed places. We are to de- 
feat opportunity by occupation. Thus we shall 
foil temptation. We are to mortify the flesh 
through the Spirit. To keep one's eye from the 
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foul syren it must be fixed on the stars. Culti- 
vating the love of holiness, he soon loathes sin. 
If he look on sin that he may learn to loathe 
it, his eye is first fascinated, then his heart, and 
soon he comes to delight in that which he 
should despise. This law of preoccupation holds 
good every-where. Wise mothers use it in the 
government of children ; true teachers in the 
training of pupils ; philanthropists in reforming 
the fallen ; wise pastors in folding and leading 
their flock. Therefore we must get young con- 
verts to delight in whatsoever things are true, 
whether in religion or in secular life. We are 
to induce them to put their whole lives on the 
altar of the Church of God, which is the pillar 
and ground of the truth, and which promotes a 
godliness which "is profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come." We are to introduce 
them by way of the cross to the eternal cosmos. 
Young converts are to be allured from the dance 
and theater and card -table by the love of the 
true, the beautiful and the good. Scolding will 
accomplish nothing. Dogmatic denunciation ag- 
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gravates the evil. They are to be charmed with 
the love of Christ, with literature, with science, 
with art, with education, with wise and helpful 
converaation, with broad and true views of God 
and his universe, and the destiny for which he is 
schooling the royal souls who serve hinu 
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XXIV. 

To the pastor of such blessed fold, with the 
jusy dangerous world outside, the wolf near at 
hand, and the flock in peril, we say : Use all the 
spiritual agencies for their protection ; feed the 
little ones with the bread of life taken from the 
Holy Scriptures, and lead them into green past- 
ures. Consecrate the unoccupied rooms of the 
church to every-day service. Let the church-bell 
ring seven days in the week. Fill the lecture and 
class room walls with pictures ; spread out tables; 
put on file the best religious and secular papers ; 
bring in books of the highest class, charts, maps, 
diagrams. " Let the lower lights " of the Church 
be always burning. Let young men find their 
home there always ready. Govern firmly to 
avoid abuse, and lovingly to assure good-will and 
a sense of welcome. Provide courses of literary, 
scientific, ecclesiastical, and doctrinal lectures. 
Let music of the highest order entice and educate 
your youth* Let Christ stand in the center of 
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all, " the chief est among ten thousand," the one 
'* altogether lovely." Let reverence always reign, 
even in the outermost courts of the sanctuary; 
let the atmosphere smother frivolity, and foster 
dignity, holiness, cheerfulness, and refinement. 
Thus shall all the lights of sacred story, of secular 
science, of human thought in the early ages and 
the latest time, gather around the cross of Christ. 
The Church will be the center of ten thousand 
blessed homes, the home of homeless thousands, 
the refuge of the wearied and discouraged, a 
school of culture for the schoolless, a fountain for 
the thirsty, a feast for the hungry, a light in the 
dreary darkness, and the image of the New Jeru- 
salem, with its plenty and peace, its friendship 
and fellowship, its sinlessness and security — ^the 
New Jerusalem which shall yet " come down out 
of heaven from God.'* Let us "think on these 
things.** 



TBB B^O). 



OF READING AND STUDY FOR YOUNG AND OLD. 



The " Sunday-School Normal Course " of 

reading and study. 



The ''Lyceum College Coursed 



The " Lyceum Reading Union!' for very 

young people. 



The " Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 

Circled 



The " Young Christian! s Course of Read- 
ing and Study!' 



For information concerning the above, address 

DR. J. H. VINCENT, 

805 Broadway^ New Torh, 



Ill 



3 2044 054 202 775 



The borrower musl return this item on or before 
the last date stamped below. If another user 
places a recall for this item, the borrower will 
be notified of the need for an earlier return. 

Non-receipt of overdue notices does not exempt 
the borrower from overdue fines. 



Andover- Harvard Theological Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 617-495-5788 



